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Interlibrary loans. 

Report on the co-operative forwarding 
agent from European book centers. 

Report on the co-operative purchasing 
representative in Europe. 

The essentials of a university library an- 
nual report. 

A meeting of instructors in regular li- 
brary schools will be held on Wednesday 
morning, January 3, 1912, in Chicago, in a 
room to be announced later. The discus- 
sion will be informal in character and 
will be chosen chiefly from the following 
topics : 

Certain pedagogical problems connected 
with our library instruction. 

Efficiency of administration in library 
schools. 

Elements in the cost of maintaining li- 
brary schools. 

Non-essentials in our library school 
courses. 

Particular phases of these questions will 
be assigned to individuals who will present 
the conditions in their own and other li- 
brary schools, after which the discussion 
will begin. The various instructors will 
lunch together on Wednesday noon. Ar- 
rangements for this meeting are in charge 
of Mr. P. L. Windsor. 

The Council of the American library as- 
sociation will meet on Thursday afternoon 
and Friday morning, January 4-5. A list 
of topics proposed for discussion will be 
sent personally to each member of the 
Council. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. will 
meet Wednesday evening, January 3, at 
8 o'clock at A. L. A. headquarters. 

The A. L. A. publishing board will meet 
Friday afternoon, January 5, at A. L. A. 
headquarters. 

The Chicago library club will entertain 
visiting librarians on Thursday evening, 
January 4. Further announcements will 
be made later. 



COMPARATIVE LIBRARY STATISTICS 

In the A. L. A. Bulletin for May the sec- 
retary outlined a tentative plan for print- 
ing comparative library statistics, append- 
ing a skeleton table suggesting those topics 
on which data was" most likely to be of 
value. Suggestions and criticisms were in- 
vited and quite a number have been re- 
ceived. With the help of these a revised 
table was prepared and sent to fifty libra- 
ries of widely varying size and in widely 
separated parts of the country. Returns 
have been received from thirty-two and the 
statistics they sent have been incorporated 
into the table which appears on another 
page of this number of the Bulletin. If 
the members of the A. L. A. find these sta- 
tistics useful, another installment from 30 
or 40 other libraries may be printed in 
some future number of the Bulletin, per- 
haps in May, 1912. We invite librarians to 
send to the Executive office the data called 
for in the table and, as space permits, we 
will endeavor to print this. 

These statistics are published particular- 
ly in the hope that they may be useful in 
helping the librarian show trustees, budget 
committees or other city officials, wherein 
their library falls below the average in 
certain particulars, and that they may thus 
become an effective tool in helping to se- 
cure a larger appropriation or a better bal- 
anced budget. Comparative statistics are 
never entirely satisfactory, for local con- 
ditions, which the tables do not show, often 
need to be known for their proper inter- 
pretation, and sometimes the tables will 
record the statistics of an exceptional year, 
either good or bad, which gives the library 
an advantage or a disadvantage which it 
does not deserve. But we hope, neverthe- 
less, that the study of these figures will 
prove interesting and that some benefit 
may be derived. We let the figures speak 
for themselves and make no attempt to 
draw deductions or observations therefrom. 
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Public Library of 



Atlanta, Ga 

Baltimore, Md 

Braddock, Pa 

Buffalo, N. Y 

Cedar Rapids, la 

Charlotte, N. C 

Decatur, 111 

Erie, Pa 

Fitchburg, Mass 

Gary, Ind 

Haverhill, Mass 

Louisville, Ky 

Newark, N. J 

Norfolk, Va 

Oakland, Cal 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Ottawa, Can 

Providence, R. I 

Quincy, Mass 

Riverside, Cal 

Rockford, 111 

St. Joseph, Mo 

St. Louis, Mo 

Salem, Mass 

San Antonio, Tex 

Seattle, Wash 

Sedalia, Mo 

Syracuse, N. Y 

Tacoma, Wash 

Toronto, Can 

Utica, N. Y 

Wilmington, Del 
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100,000! 

558,485 
71,000 2 

423,715 
32,811 
34,014 
31,140 
66,525 
37,826 
20,000 
44,115 

223,928 

347,469 
46,500! 

150,174 
65,000 
90,000 

224,326 
32,642 
16,000 
45,401 
77,403 

687,029 
43,697 
96,614 

237,194 
17,822 

137,249 
83,743 

342,000 
74,419 
87,411 
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$22,420 
25,000 

4,000 
99,950 
10,916 

2,500 

8,972 
18,000 

6,000 

10,105 

12,403 

63,504 

105,940 

5,000 
68,622 

9,000 
18,000 
26,250 
11,523 
17,500 
15,952 
20,037 
214,247 
11,395 
12,758 
99,555 

5,433 
40,800 
33,616 
68,565 
24,000 
12,278 
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$22,420 
80,000 
19,500 

111,596 
12,990 
2,500 
11,047 
18,000 
9,004 3 
10,408 
19,394 
71,714 

111,680 
5,520 
78,246 
9,614 
19,100 
52,296 
12,768 
18,000 
17,427 
22,871 

240,360 6 
18,117 
15,195 

146,538 
5,653 
41,500 
34,333 
72,307 
27,297 
26,962 
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52,473 

286,545 
60,000 

284,176 
22,394 
5,610 
30,983 
48,801 
52,578 
15,368 
94,500 

138,667 

177,324 
20,196 
73,886 
18,075 
41,750 

151,281 
30,115 
30,262 
55,082 
57,309 

338,792 
54,082 
28,982 

128,309 
13,723 
88,419 
55,666 

174,675 
61,256 
73,112 
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none 
none 
none 
none 
none 
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none 
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none 
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none 
none 
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none 

1 

2 

8 

1 

1 



£ 



o 



Fire Stations 
and Schools 
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4 
none 

4 

5 
none 
none 
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none 

1 
none 
none 
none 
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none 
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none 
none 
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none 
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.20 

.07 

.2 

.275 

.345 

.185 

.23 

.21 

.133 

.217 

.36 

.17 

.15 

.25 

.278 

.25 

.075 

.12 

.14 

.32 

.23 

.14 

.135 

.083 

.18 

.27 

.16 

.15 

.047 

.2 

.16 



1 White only. 

2 Including neighboring territory reached by library. 
5 Includes administration of an art gallery. 

4 Renewal not required, annual directory depended upon for removing cards of departed borrowers. 
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Per cent expense 
devoted to books 
and magazines 
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Per cent expense for 
salaries, except 
janitors \ 


Per cent expense for 

janitors, engineers, 
etc. 
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No. of employees 
on full time per 
10,000 population 
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.224 


.33 




.49 


.05 


.5 


2.5 


1.5 


Dec, 1910 




.15 


.23 


.05 


.46 


.07 


.51 




2. 


Dec, 1910 




.274 


.21 


.06 


.43 


.07 


.85 


5. 


2. 


Dec, 1910 


.235 


.263 


.28 


.08 


.41 


.059 


.67 


3.2 


2. 


Dec, 1910 


.332 


.374 


.28 


.055 


.315 


.056 


.68 


3.6 


2.6 


Dec, 1910 


.07 


.073 


.05 


.02 


.6 


.09 


.165 


1.01 


1. 


Dec, 1910 


.29 


.354 


.216 


.06 


.34 


.054 


.99 


3.22 


2. 


May, 1911 


.27 


.271 


.22 


.055 


.37 


.063 


.734 


3. 


1.2 


June, 1911 


.16 


.238 


.19 


.043 


.46 


.1 


1.39 


1.9 


1.4 


Nov., 1910 


.505 


.52 


.48 


.05 


.377 


none 


.768 


4.17 


2. 


July, 1911 


.28 


.438 


.23 


.03 


.42 


.06 


2.148 


4.2 


2.5 


Dec, 1910 


.28 


.29 


.195 


.065 


.47 


.076 


.619 


2.91 


2.5 


Aug., 1911 


.33 


.322 


.207 


.06 


.413 


.095 


.511 


2.7 


2.6 


Dec, 1910 


.1 


.117 


.215 


.06 


.53 


.07 


.45 


2.2 


4. 


Dec, 1910 


.457 


.497 


.216 


.016 


.438 


.05 


.49 


3.09 


2.2 


June, 1911 


.138 


.136 


.216 


.027 


.49 


.093 


.278 


5.37 


1.07 


Sept., 1911 


.2 


.2 


.30 


.05 


.36 


.06 


.464 


2.38 


1.88 


Nov., 1911 


.117 


.239 


.17 


.06 


.46 


.12 


.674 


.93 


1. 


Dec, 1910 


.35 


.377 


.26 


.04 


.35 


.06 


.922 


2.9 


2.1 


Dec, 1910 


1.09 


1.093 


.24 


.034 


.32 


.035 


1.87 


6.2 


3.3 


June, 1911 


.35 


.378 


.19 


.054 


.43 


.07 


1.21 


3.77 


2.2 


May, 1911 


.29 


.269 


.21 


.06 


.51 


.06 


.72 


2.97 


2.8 


Apr., 1911 


.31 


.35 


.29 6 




.44' 




.493 


3. 


2.6 


Apr., 1911 


.26 


.299 


.18 


.06 


.42 


.07 


1.257 


2.4 


1.75 


Nov., 1910 


.132 


.158 


.35 


.05 


.39 


'.063 


.299 


.88 


.83 


May, 1911 


.419 


.489 


.24 


.06 


.46 


.08 


.541 


2.74 


3.96 


Dec, 1910 


.305 


.378 


.27 


.034 


.365 


.085 


.77 


2.9 


2.6 


Apr., 1911 


.297 


.308 


.276 


.07 


.35 


.09 


.646 


2.08 


2.01 


Dec, 1910 


.4 


.35 


.22 


.07 


.43 


.03 


.664 


2.9 


2.7 


June, 1911 


.2 


.211 


.178 


.043 


.36 


.068 


.548 


1.2 


1.53 


Dec, 1910 


.32 


.349 


.20 


.05 


.39 


.07 


.827 


2.5 


3. 


Dec, 1910 


/ .14 


.305 


.206 


.036 


.385 


.017 


.84 


2.8 


2. 


Feb., 1911 



6 Does not include building funds. 

6 Includes binding. 

7 Includes janitors. 



